
First Presbyterian Church 
Palm Sunday 

March 28, 2021 at 10:00 
 

We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” — arr. Mary McDonald Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

One: O Lord, open to us the gates of righteousness so that we may enter them, and give you praise.  

All: We will give thanks to you, for you hear our prayer, and you have become our salvation 

One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

All: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

HYMN  #88  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (page 7 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: The Prophet Joel asks us to say God’s name loudly and with passion, assuming God’s 

reappearance is at hand. We are to cut through the darkness, to live in the light. Trusting in God’s 

grace and mercy, let us confess our sin. 

                                         adapted from a prayer by Elder Kae Fretz in the Lenten Devotional 2021 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Merciful God, as we enter this Holy Week, solemnly gathering at your house of prayer, we 

turn our hearts toward Jerusalem, to the peace demonstrated for us and offered to us in 

the words and deeds, in the suffering and death, of Jesus, your anointed One. Forgive our 

stubborn resistance to his work and witness; impel us by your Spirit to follow in his way, 

until we enter with him into the city not made by human hands, the new Jerusalem, 

eternal in the heavens, where we shall ever live to your praise and glory. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Believe the Gospel! 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

All:  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

ANTHEM “Hosanna!” — Jason W. Krug  Kirk Ringers 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One:  O God, by your Holy Spirit tell us what we need to hear and show us what we ought to do to 

follow Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING John 12:1-16 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 

dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 

him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with 

her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples 

(the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 

and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 

a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. 

She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but 

you do not always have me.” When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not 

only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests 

planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were 

deserting and were believing in Jesus.  

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it 

is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 

that these things had been written of him and had been done to him.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM  “Sing Hosanna” — Mark Patterson 

  Cherub, Carol, Chapel and Thomas Sherrerd Memorial Choirs  

 

SERMON  “Anamcara” Rev. Passante 



We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on RHOSYMEDRE, “My Song Is Love Unknown” (page 8 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “What Wondrous Love Is This?” — arr. Sarah Douglas Mark Cole, organ 

 

 

 
 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN! Please be in touch if you have news to share 

or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A 

weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. Subscribe here. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR MARCH 28: 

Prelude – “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,” arr. Mary McDonald 

Like “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” this text is based on Christ’s triumphal entry on Palm Sunday. However, 

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” focuses more on the children’s role in that event. The text was written by Jeannette 

Threlfall (b. 1821, Blackburn, Lancashire, England, d. 1880, London, England). 
 

Hymn – “All Glory Laud and Homor” 

Theodulph, bishop of Orleans, wrote this text around 820 while he was imprisoned at Angers, France, for 

conspiring against King Louis the Pious. A probably apocryphal story from the early sixteenth century 

states that in a Palm Sunday procession King Louis passed the prison in which Theodulph was housed and 

heard the imprisoned bishop singing this hymn. According to the legend the king was so moved that he 

freed Theodulph and decreed the singing of “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” on all subsequent Palm Sundays. 
 

Anthem – “Hosanna!,” Jason W. Krug 

We welcome the Kirk Ringers this Palm Sunday as they play Jason Krug’s arrangement of the familiar 

tune, ELLACOMBE, which we typically sing to “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna.” 
 

Anthem – “Sing Hosanna!,” Mark Patterson 

To celebrate this Palm Sunday, the Cherub, Carol, Chapel, and Thomas Sherrerd choirs will sing Mark 

Patterson’s “Sing Hosanna.” This original work features cori spezzati (split choirs), a tradition of antiphonal 

singing made popular in 16th-century Venice. In our video, the Thomas Sherrerd Memorial Choir sings as 

the lead choir, while the Cherub and Carol choirs echo. The Chapel Choir learned both parts, so they will 

sing the entire time. We hope you enjoy our Palm Sunday music video! 
 

Meditation on RHOSYMEDRE, arr. Dale Wood 

John David Edwards (1805–1885), the composer of RHOSYMEDRE, was born in Penderlwyngoch, 

Gwnnws, in Ceredigion in Wales. He attended Jesus College, Oxford, matriculating in 1825 and obtaining 

his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1830. He took music lessons from Dafydd Siencyn Morgan and was 

regarded as a good musician. He composed various hymn tunes, publishing a collection in 1836 under the 
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title Original Sacred Music, which was the first book of hymn-tunes for Anglican churches in Wales. 

Later Ralph Vaughan Williams would use RHOSYMEDRE as the basis for one of his organ preludes on 

Welsh hymn tunes. 

Postlude – “What Wondrous Love Is This?,” Sarah Douglas  

Although sources have attributed this text to a number of different writers, it remains anonymous. “What 

Wondrous Love” was first published in both Stith Mead’s Hymnal for Methodists, A General Selection of 

the Newest and Most Admired Hymns and Spiritual Songs, (1811), and Starke Dupuy’s Hymnal for 

Baptists, Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1811). The hymn tune WONDROUS LOVE was first set to this text in 

William Walker’s second edition of Southern Harmony (1840).  

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when 

you pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY – Palms will be distributed after today’s service in the parking lot drive 

through. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

DATE CHANGE: FPCH’s First Easter Egg Hunt – Due to iffy weather , we are moving our Easter Egg 

Hunt to Saturday 4/3/21 at 11 a.m. We will be dividing up the playground and church grounds by age for 

kids 10 and under to be able to have some fun and hunt for eggs. Our Easter Egg Hunt will be BYOB(asket) 

and BYOM(ask). Hope to see you there! 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  

Restoring Hope, Feeding the Hungry, Empowering the Oppressed 

Collected today and next week, each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hunger 

through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the Presbyterian Committee on the 

Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. For 

specific information about OGHS and an interactive map of projects your gifts support, click here. Your 

OGHS offering can be made online or with a check. (Please label accordingly.)  

 

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK OBSERVANCES: 
 

 
 

Monday, March 29: Holy Week Zoom Prayer Service — 6:30-6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 30: – Holy Week Zoom Prayer Service — 6:30-6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 31: – Holy Week Zoom Prayer Service — 6:30-6:45 p.m. 

Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday Service streamed at 4:00 p.m. 

Communion served in parking lot — 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 2: Good Friday Zoom Service at 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Service streamed live at 10:00 a.m. 
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YOUTH GROUP TODAY – Please join us on Sunday, March 28th from 5pm-6pm. If it’s nice outside 

we’ll do Capture the Flag. If it’s raining, we’ll head into Fellowship Hall for dodgeball. Masks required 

and temps will be taken. Hope to see you there! Contact Gab Heimerling for information. 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 

a.m. on Zoom at this link. This morning, we discuss the current challenges to voting rights affecting 

minority communities with a focus on current issues facing New Jersey voters. We will be hearing from 

representatives from the non-partisan League of Women Voters-New Jersey about two initiatives that the 

League is working on to expand access to voting for all citizens. Here are two articles to read as general 

background to ground our discussion: Targeting State Restrictions (NYTimes) and In Georgia, Republicans 

Take Aim at Role of Black Churches in Elections (NYTImes).Each week’s resources are linked in the 

weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, 

rebeccabryan@me.com. We hope you can join us!  

 

BLOOD DRIVE right here at First Presbyterian, Tuesday, April 13, 2-7 p.m. Sign up on the American 

Red Cross website. Make your appointment now while there are still times available. 

 

OUR APPRECIATION FOR MARK COLE – Mark Cole will be leaving First Presbyterian Church and 

his last day will be on Easter Morning (April 4th). He has served as organist for FPC for 3 ½ years and he 

will be greatly missed. Despite no in-person worship this past year, we have been blessed to receive his gifts 

of music through online worship. Before he goes, we want to wish him well. If you would like to express 

your appreciation to Mark, we will be collecting cards and/or donations to his purse at the drive-through on 

Sunday mornings, now through Easter. Please make check payable to First Presbyterian Church and put 

Mark’s name in the memo or donate online in Realm if you prefer. You may also drop off cards/donations 

directly to Cheryl Tarditi. Please contact her directly to schedule arrangements: cheryltarditi@gmail.com or 

(919) 784-9450. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text 

for Tuesday, March 30 is John 20:1-18. Zoom link 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY AND STIL CLASS will both take a break for Holy Week. Please 

join us for worship and prayers during the week. 

 

FOR PRAYER REQUESTS – If you would like Pastors Doug and Nikki to pray with you or for you, 

please be in touch by phone or through the “Prayer Request” form on the website. For phone contact, you 

can text or call Nikki (541-324-6900) or Doug (302-354-6930) with your request. Prayer requests are 

private and confidential. 

 

IHOC ADOPT-A-BOX COLLECTION – It’s time to collect hygiene products – 

toothbrush and paste, shampoo, baby shampoo, hand sanitizer, deodorant, underwear, 

socks, comb, shaving supplies, soap, washcloth, etc. (travel sizes are fine) – and put 

them in a shoebox to be distributed to neighbors in need. Close each box with a rubber 

band, label it “Man,” Woman,” “Boy,” “Girl,” or “Baby,” and drop it off at the 

Sunday drive-through. 
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PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION – Once again Presbyterian Women is creating a pinwheel garden in 

April for the observance of National Child Abuse Prevention month. It is a program of Prevent Child Abuse-

New Jersey (PCA-NJ) which promotes great childhoods, positive parenting and healthy child development. 

Founded in 1979, all their efforts throughout the state are dedicated to preventing child abuse and neglect in 

all forms for all New Jersey children. April is the national observation of Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

During this time, PCA-NJ implements its “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. The pinwheel is in their 

logo and was chosen as a national symbol of prevention because it is whimsical and evokes childlike notions 

– so it is a good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” that is desired for all children. 

 

ST WILFRID’S – NEEDS are syrup, canned peas and carrots, Mac n cheese, pasta, diapers – sizes 5 & 6, 

wipes and more wipes! We also need plastic grocery bags from Shoprite and Wegman’s, paper grocery bags 

to line the plastic bags with, and plastic newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. NEW, Paul Urian is 

giving books to the kids who show up with their parents for bags on Saturdays – if you have any kids’ books 

that are in good condition that need a new home, drop these off with your food. The smiles on the kids’ faces 

are overwhelming. Many have never had a book they could keep! All donations may be dropped off during 

the week in the bin behind Grace Episcopal Church or on Sundays during the drive-through after church 

from 11-12. If you think you might like to volunteer during the week to help fill all the bags that are given 

out or would like to know more about volunteer opportunities, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342.  

The Foodbank Crew needs help! This group collects and transports goods usually on Friday mornings at 8 

a.m. at the Foodbank and 8:40 a.m. or so at St Wilfrid’s. Rose Guthrie is looking for additional volunteers as 

we contemplate vacations. Please contact Rose at intrepidrose@hotmail.com. Check out the website and see 

other ways to help, opendoorcliniccamden.org.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR EASTER: John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 

They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 

do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 

in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Wackes family, Palm Sunday Drive-Through 2020 
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